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FOCUS: Freedom

July, a month many of us have “big plans” vaca-
tions, picnics, family reunions, parades, and
barbecues celebrating Independence Day, our
nation’s birthday. A lot of time is spent having
fun and enjoying summer. The USA has a lot of
freedom to do as each of us and our families
desire. But is freedom free still today? We have
a great debt to our government today for keeping
us free, and most of all, to God for allowing us
to become and stay free. We owe God for our
freedom and should honor Him daily with a
greater commitment during this festive time. We
must do this daily as Christians, not just at 11:00
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Mike's Minutes

I was thinking the other day through one of my favorite verses of scripture in all
the Bible. It was Hebrews 12:1-2, “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

You know those first two verses in Hebrews 12 remind me so much of the ministry that | am called
to do. | have to confess that I have to remind myself that it is also a part of something that other
people are aware of, too.

I love to picture in my mind this giant arena of witnesses. They are not just casually watching us on
this race of faith. I can envision them standing on their feet cheering us on. We’ve all been to the
stadiums of ballgames and concerts and we’ve heard the crowd as it erupts with roars of appreciation
for our favorite singers or sports teams. Let me tell you that is nothing like the cloud of witnesses
that are cheering you and me on as we run this race.

You know, to me, the best part is that verse is ““the race that is set before us.”” 1’m afraid there have
been times in my life when | have been guilty of trying to run someone else’s race. The writer here
in Hebrews tells us that God has designed a race especially for you and me. He has put in front of us
and marked out the race that we are to run. He charted the course. He knows where it will take us.
He knows when the path will be steep and when the turns and curves will be sharp. He knows even
when the changes will need to be made in the course. But be sure that it is God who laid out the
course for you to take!

When He built you and me, He built us with the strength and abilities to run that race. So, how do
you feel you are doing? Do you feel like you’ve jumped track or that you’re running this race all by
yourself? Maybe you even feel you are running the wrong race!

In high school, | was picked once to run the 400 meter dash. I don’t know how many of you have
run the 400 meter dash, but you can’t sprint it, and you can’t jog it. You gotta do something halfway
in between. | can assure you halfway through the second lap that | knew for sure this was the wrong
race for me! | almost died! | bet there are some of you out there today that feel you are running the
wrong race, too.

| want to encourage you today that the race that God set before you is the race He perfectly designed
for you to run. Here’s the key: Just look to Jesus for your strength and help! He is the one who
created you, and He is the one that will bring you through!

May God bless you today! Have a great day!
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